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the problems of combining the national style with the contempo-
rary demands for comfort and good taste (the Merchants' Row),
Thus for a short time in returning to the traditions of the
sixteenth century Russian architecture found its way to inde-
pendent development, But this effort had to yield its place
rapidly to greater tasks, Viollet-le-Duc was the first to predict
the advance of steel architecture, but actually it developed into
steel and concrete, This time both the style and building material
were international, but we shall study this subject later on, Thus
the experiment of re-creating the national style came to an end,
and in Russian art its elements retained exclusively a decorative
value,